Life in the Kingdom:
Resisting Revenge
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Matthew 5:38-42 5 K48 % 5: 38-42

38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a
tooth for a tooth.” 39 But | say to you, Do not resist the one who
is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him
the other also. 40 And if anyone would sue you and take your
tunic, let him have your cloak as well. 41 And if anyone forces
you to go one mile, go with him two miles. 42 Give to the one
who begs from you,and do not refuse the one who would

borrow from you.
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Jesus gives us a principle and two pairs of
illustrations to help us understand how to
resist revenge when we suffer wrongs.
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The Principle of Resisting Revenge -- What it is and what

it is not (38-39a) #EHIEMNBIREI— (T ER A 2T EE?

38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye
and a tooth for a tooth.” 39 But | say to you, Do not resist
the one who is evil.
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Since Jesus was a practical teacher, he gave us 2 pairs of
illustrations to imagine the principle in action.
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The first pair of illustrations challenges our tendency to
defend our honor and our possessions. How do
vou handle mistreatment by your enemies? The
second pair of illustrations challenges us to do
good to our enemies by giving our time in
service and through generosity with our money.
How do you show kindness to your enemies?
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First Pair of Illustrations (39b-40)55—{El{5l5E

1. When insulted, don’t defend your honor (39b)
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39b But if anyone slap you on the right cheek, turn to
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First Pair of Illustrations (39b-40)55—{El{5l5E

2. When insulted, hold your possessions loosely (40)
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40 And if anyone would sue you and take your tunic, let
him have your cloak as well./5 A\ fEEELLNR > B2 RN
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Second Pair of Illustrations (41-42)58 — {5158

1. When insulted, be generous with your time (41)
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41 And if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him
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Second Pair of Illustrations (41-42)58 — {5158

2. When insulted, show financial generosity (42)
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42 Give to the one who begs from you, and do not refuse
the one who would borrow from you. 5 >K{RHY » 525
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“Nothing shows the world what God
is like more clearly than when we love our
enemies. Throughout the New Testament, the
cross is not only how God saves us, it is how we
~ witness to that salvation.”
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